Minutes of the RSGB ARDF Committee Meeting held at Pinewood, Iver on 18 November 2018

	
	
	Action

	1. 
	In Attendance: 2E0VLB,  G3ORY, G4KWQ,  M3WDD, G3YSX, M0JIN, RS213497


	

	2. 
	Welcome: The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting


	

	3. 
	Apologies: had been received from Robert G3ORI


	

	4


	Matters arising from the minutes of the last meeting (circulated and approved in Dec 2017) 
None
	

	5.
	Committee membership

The Chairman reported the resignation of Frank Heritage and John Little who have both decided to move on to other things. The Chairman agreed to send the sincere thanks of the Committee to them both for the service they have given to ARDF over many years.


	G3ORY

	6
	Committee Annual Report: 

The Chairman circulated his draft and some changes/corrections were suggested by the Committee. The amended report would now be submitted to the Board of the RSGB by the Chairman.


	G3ORY

	7.
	Participation:  

The Chairman outlined the 'experimental'  Summer Series of five simple 80m ARDF events he had organised in the East Midlands from May to September 2018. Thirteen newcomers had been attracted with a radio background and four newcomers with an Orienteering background.

The members from the south of England agreed to run a similar series in that part of the country in 2019 following the success of the Midlands initiative. 

The issue of land use permissions was discussed at some length. The Chairman explained how this had been overcome in the Midlands but recognised that there were fewer small mapped areas in the South compared to the small country parks now established on abandoned coal mines in the Midlands.

(Afternote - the Chairman will circulate a paper outlining the essentials of the Summer Series)

Robin Bishop agreed to be custodian of ten PJ80 80m DF receivers to be available on loan to participants in this south of England scheme in 2019.

The RSGB are introducing a new scheme named 'Dsicovery' to attract members into trying out different aspects of the hobby. ARDF is on the list of activities available and this should be used as an additional attraction to our radio sport.

There was a discussion about potential contacts to be made in order to attract interest in a Southern Series.


	G3ORY

RS213497

	8
	Events 2017:  

M3WDD volunteered to run an event at Kinver Edge in February 2019 (possibly March).

The Chairman agreed to put a programme together for 2019


	M3WDD

G3ORY



	9
	BC  2019:

M3WDD suggested it was the turn of the south of England to stage BC2019. The weekend of the Mayday Bank Holiday  4/5/6 May was thought to be the best choice.

M3WDD and RS213497 agreed to take this forward
	M3WDD

RS213497



	10
	Stands at Hamfest and Convention:
	

	
	G3ORY reported that those enquiring at the stands were invited to sign up for  a 'Taster' session . The one following the Convention attracted five people but the one that followed the Hamfest failed to attract any of those who 'signed up' for it.


	

	11
	International Competition.
	

	
	M3WDD reported on the 2018 World ARDF Championships in Korea in September 2018. 

2E0VLB described the venue and the terrain for the 2019 Region 1 Championships in Slovenia. Committee members were 'sounded out' over their interest in attending.


	

	12
	Website Changes
	

	
	Our BLM Stuart outlined the changes to the RSGB website and to the title of the Radcom column designed to raise the profile of contesting. He assured members that ARDF would remain at the same 'level' on the website.


	

	13
	Budget 2018
	

	
	The Chairman outlined the budget he had submitted to the RSGB for 2019
	

	
	
	

	14
	AoB
	

	
	No points were raised.
	


